
 Church Generosity Best Practices Worksheet  
 

 

 
How to Use This Worksheet 
 

1. Take the Church Generosity assessment survey and get your church’s Financial Health score. Ask other members of your pastoral or leadership team to take the 

survey as well. Share your PDF survey results with each other and discuss areas where you want to improve your church’s financial health.  

2. Download the Church Generosity planning calendar and identify the areas where you want to improve your church’s financial health over the coming year. If 

you would like to experience significant results from these Best Practices resources, take the Church Generosity online training course as a team. 

3. Pick a 30-40 day generosity devotional to go through each day.  

4. Review the Best Practices resources below and determine which practices you want to consider adding to your church life. Assign key people on your team to do 

further research on the different practices.  

5. Schedule a 45-minute block of time during regularly scheduled monthly meetings to review resources and work on plans to move forward. 
 

Many churches that have used these Best Practices have experienced significant giving increases.  
 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
($) = Cost involved.

1 Biblical financial/generosity truths for sermons List: Bible Verses on 27 Financial Topics  

eBook: Finances Preaching & Writing Guide   

List: 30 Biblical Financial Principles   
Audio & List: 40 Biblical Generosity Principles    

Website: Sermon Outlines on Finances/Generosity 

Website: Sermons on Finances/Generosity   

Bookmark: 12 Biblical Financial Principles   

27 Videos: Answers to Questions on Giving   
Article: How to Preach on Money  

Chart: Giving Sermon on the aMount 

2 Weekly generosity Scripture verse on screen or in bulletin 52 Offertory Slides 
12 Offertory Slides 

100 Generosity Verses   

40 Stewardship Bulletin Inserts 

40 Generosity Bulletin Inserts 

3 Leader reads weekly generosity Scripture verse/story/prays  12 Offertory Slides 

30 Offertory Prayers 

Video    

4 Songs on giving, generosity and serving  Website ($): Searchable Song Database/Resources by Topics Website: Searchable Song Database on Giving/Generosity  

5 Videos for offertory 27 Videos: Wise Giving Q&A Videos    
Vendor ($): Sermonspice Videos on Generosity   

Videos: Stewardship Minutes for Church Offerings  

Vendor ($): Worship House Videos on Generosity   
Vendor ($): Bluefish Videos on Generosity   

6 Digital giving: text, phone app, lobby iPad or kiosk Tithe.ly: The C&MA's Preferred Partner   

7 Giving envelopes in pews/rows and/or mail-in envelopes Google Search: Offering Envelopes Vendor List   Google Images of Offering Envelopes   

http://naefinancialhealth.org/cgsurvey
http://naefinancialhealth.org/cgcalendar
http://naefinancialhealth.org/cma
http://naefinancialhealth.org/resources/generosity-devotionals/
http://www.kluth.org/Bible-References-on-27-Financial-Money-Topics.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/ebook_money_generosity_quips_quotes.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/30%20Biblical%20Principles%20for%20Financial%20Peace%20and%20Freedom.pdf
http://givewithjoy.org/bible_readings_ALL.htm
http://www.sermoncentral.com/
http://www.preachingtoday.com/
http://www.kluth.org/images/bookmark_12keys_doc.jpg
http://www.ecfa.org/Content/Wise-Giving-Video
http://thestewardsjourney.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/how_to_preach_on_money_-_from_generouschurch.pdf
http://kluth.org/church/Sermon%20on%20the%20aMount.pdf
http://kluth.org/church/100PLUS-generosity-verses-FULL.ppt
http://kluth.org/church/100PLUS-generosity-verses-FULL.ppt
http://www.kluth.org/Products/offertory_slides_volume1.zip
http://kluth.org/church/100PLUS-generosity-verses-FULL.ppt
http://www.kluth.org/Timeless_Truths_40_Stewardship_Bulletin_Inserts.zip
http://www.kluth.org/Generosity_GodsCrazyMath_Bulletin_Inserts.zip
http://www.kluth.org/Products/offertory_slides_volume1.zip
http://www.churchcentral.com/blogs/30-stewardship-offering-prayers-for-church-worship-services/
https://naefinancialhealth.org/resources/worship-services-video/
https://www.praisecharts.com/themes/
http://worship-songs-resources.worshiptogether.com/music/Songs-For-Giving
http://www.ecfa.org/Content/Wise-Giving-Video
http://www.sermonspice.com/search?q=generosity+tithing
https://naefinancialhealth.org/resources/stewardship-minutes-for-church-offerings
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/search?category=&producer=&artist=&term=generosity
https://www.bluefishtv.com/Category?search=tithing&id=1005
https://get.tithe.ly/the-alliance
https://www.google.com/search?q=church+envelope+companies&rlz=1C1CAFA_enUS640US640&biw=2560&bih=886&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiQv73XppzPAhWj8YMKHdb2BpYQ_AUIBSgA&dpr=1
https://www.google.com/search?q=samples+of+church+giving+offering+envelopes&rlz=1C1CAFA_enUS640US640&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiKrq7epZzPAhWrzIMKHWZcDP0QsAQIVg&biw=2560&bih=886


8 Guest speaker on finances or generosity Rev. Guy Burgo, Director for Estate and Gift Design Services,  Article: How to Effectively Use a Guest Speaker 
The Orchard Foundation, Phone: 719.268.7208     

FINANCIAL/GENEROSITY TEACHING MATERIALS 
9 Financial class, course, seminar or small group 

Article: How to Effectively Use a Guest Speaker 

Curriculum ($): Dave Ramsey 
Curriculum ($): Compass   

Curriculum ($): Crown   
Curriculum ($): Ron Blue 

Curriculum ($): Steward’s Way 
Book ($): Experience God as Your Provider 

Devotionals ($): Generosity Devotionals   

Curriculum ($) GoodSense 

Curriculum ($): No Strings        
Curriculum ($): Children 
Curriculum ($): High School  

Curriculum ($): College/University 

10 30 or 40 Day Generosity devotionals for church-wide use Devotionals ($): Generosity Devotionals     
Curriculum ($): Reimagine 

Devotionals ($): GenerousChurch  

11 Videos on giving section of website and eNewsletters Videos: Q&A on Finances   

Videos: Stewardship Minutes for Church Offerings   

Videos: Q&A on Giving   

12 Financial/Generosity flyers, cartoons or bulletin inserts Cartoons: Church Finances & Giving    

40 Generosity Bulletin Inserts 

40 Stewardship Timeless Truths Bulletin Inserts   

Flyers on Generosity      

Bookmarks ($)   

 

13 Legacy/wills/trust materials, seminars or advisers The Orchard Foundation / Non cash giving 

The Orchard Foundation / Will Planning 
Turn-key planned giving program for C&MA churches 

 

  

D                                        DONATION COLLECTIONS/ADMINISTRATION  DONADMINISTRDONATID 
14 Digital giving (by text, cell phone app, and/or iPad/kiosk), 

Online website giving and/or EFT banking 

Tithe.ly: The C&MA's Preferred Partner 

 

 

15 Donated assets, property, stocks and gifts-in-kind The Orchard Foundation / Other Ways to Give 
 

 

16 Giving statements sent multiple times per year See Best Practice #18                                                                     

 

eBook: Giving Statement Guide 

17 Companion materials sent with giving statements  Samples: Newsletter 1  Newsletter 2  Newsletter 3 
Chart: Christian giving based on income 

Chart: May 31 Giving  

Chart: July 31 Giving Chart 

Generosity Flyers  
Cartoons: Church Giving & Finances    

Return Mail-in Envelope    

Sample: Megachurch Church Annual Report Sample    

18 Contact with new givers and unexpected larger gifts Article: What Should Pastors Know About Church Giving   

19 Approved list of “As God Provides” projects Video  

Sample List (coming)   

Article   

20 Treasurer’s annual report to leaders on giving numbers Worksheet: Treasurer’s Report on Giving Demographics    

21 Policies on fundraising, borrowing, giving records, etc.   Sample: 10 Guiding Financial Principles for a Church    

Article: Pastors & Giving Records 

Megachurch Sample: Stewardship Policies/Procedures/Practices 

22 Financial/generosity training for pastor, staff and leaders Article: Biblical Stewardship – Breaking the Silence  
Video: 10 Things Pastors Must Know to Grow Giving (55m) 

Webinar: 5 Ways to Grow Givers & Giving (49m)  PowerPt 

eBook: National Research - 20 Truths About Tithers  
eBook: How to Increase Church Giving 

Video: 10 Ways God Provides for Churches (60m)   Handout 
NAE Financial Health 

eBook: Guide to a Successful Building Campaign   

Seminar: This Isn’t Your Grandparents Offering Plate (63m) 
Audio: Leadership Network Podcasts on Church Generosity 

http://www.kluth.org/Guest-speaker-for-churches.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/Guest-speaker-for-churches.pdf
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/
http://compass1.org/
http://www.crown.org/
http://www.crown.org/
http://www.lifeway.com/n/Product-Family/God-Owns-It-All?cid=RDR-godownsitall
http://www.thestewardsway.org/
http://godisyourprovider.com/index.htm
http://naefinancialhealth/resources/generosity-devotionals/
http://goodsensemovement.org/
http://goodsensemovement.org/
http://graftedlife.org/ns/
http://www.kluth.org/childrens.pdf
http://www.ronblueinstitute.com/high-schools
http://www.ronblueinstitute.com/coaching-and-presentation-topics
https://naefinancialhealth.org/resources/generosity-devotionals/
http://www.thereimaginegroup.com/our-products/reimagine-generosity/
http://www.generouschurch.org/
http://www.ronblueinstitute.com/videos-and-articles
https://naefinancialhealth.org/resources/stewardship-minutes-for-church-offerings
http://www.ecfa.org/Content/Wise-Giving-Video
http://kluth.org/preview.htm#100_CARTOONS
http://www.kluth.org/Generosity_GodsCrazyMath_Bulletin_Inserts.zip
http://www.kluth.org/Timeless_Truths_40_Stewardship_Bulletin_Inserts.zip
http://www.kluth.org/jesus.htm
http://godisyourprovider.com/orders.htm
http://www.inspire-giving.com/Otherwaystogive
http://www.inspire-giving.com/WillPlanning
http://www.inspire-giving.com/
https://get.tithe.ly/the-alliance
http://www.inspire-giving.com/Otherwaystogive
https://generis.com/annual-giving-statements-guide
http://www.kluth.org/church/FFnewsletterJULY.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/FFnewsletter-April2005-16PercentBehind.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/Newsletter%20Sample%202.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/Newsletter%20Tithe%20and%20Percentage%20Chart.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/Newsletter%20May%2031%20Giving%20Chart.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/Newsletter%20July%2031%20Giving%20Chart.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/jesus.htm
http://kluth.org/preview.htm#100_CARTOONS
http://www.kluth.org/church/EFT%20and%20Giving%20Envelope.pdf
https://naefinancialhealth.org/resources/megachurch-church-annual-report-sample/
http://www.kluth.org/WhatShouldPastorsKnowAboutGiving.htm
https://naefinancialhealth.org/resources/as-god-provides-video/
https://naefinancialhealth.org/resources/as-god-provides-article/
http://www.kluth.org/church/TreasurersAnnualGivingSummaryWorksheet.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/10%20Guiding%20Financial%20Principles%20for%20Church.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/WhatShouldPastorsKnowAboutGiving.htm
http://www.ecfa.org/Documents/MarinersStewardshipBlueprint.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/Biblical%20Stewardship_%20Breaking%20the%20Silence%20-%20Part%202.pdf
https://vimeo.com/9612450
https://vimeo.com/9612450
https://www.eccu.org/community/ministryresources/teaching-generosity-webinar
http://www.kluth.org/ECCU-Church-Generosity-Webinar.ppt
http://www.kluth.org/Bonus.htm
http://www.kluth.org/Bonus.htm
https://vimeo.com/10792474
http://kluth.org/10_Ways_God_Provides_for-Churches_Ministries_Brian_Kluth.pdf
http://www.naefinancialhealth.org/
http://www.kluth.org/Bonus.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Me7H4JUsznY
http://leadnet.org/generosity-podcast/


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE/GUIDANCE 
23 Benevolence assistance for needy church families ECFA ChurchEXCEL/CMA 

 
Website: Resources for Benevolence Ministry   

24 Benevolence assistance for needy in our community Website: Resources for Benevolence Ministry   Christian Community Development Association 

25 Christian budget or debt coaches/counselors Ministry ($): Christian Credit Counselors (credit card debt) 
Association: National Budget Coach Network 

Ministry ($): Financial – Debt – Budget Coach  

Training ($): Church-based Budget Coaches 
Training ($): Church-based Budget Coaches 

Ministry ($): Crown Financial Mentor/Coaching 

26 Career guidance help for unemployed/underemployed Surveys and Materials ($): Career Direct Online    Google Search 

27 Christian Certified Financial Professionals  Check with Your Denomination for Services and Advisors Natl Network of Financial Professionals: KingdomAdvisors   

28 Ways to identify, connect, communicate and minister to 

lead givers and people of wealth in our church 

Paul Crosby, Director for Donor Engagement, the C&MA 

Phone: 719.265.2111 

Webinar: Ministering to Financial Leaders/Givers 
  

Ministry: GenerousGiving   

National Christian Foundation 

Book/eBook: Developing Financial Leaders/Givers         

FUNDING PROJECTS/CAMPAIGNS 
29 Annual stewardship/generosity emphasis A Spirituality of Fundraising by Henri Nouwen 

eBook  

GenerousChurch  

30 or 40 Day Devotionals 
 

30 Special offering annually for the pastor/s (Pastor 

Appreciation Month, Christmas, birthday or anniversary) 

Planning Guide: Pastor Appreciation Month 

Article: Are Pastor Love Offerings Taxable Income? 

Article: Are Pastor Love Offerings Deductible to the Donor? 
Pinterest: Pastor Appreciation Ideas 

Worksheet: Pastor Appreciation Questionnaire 

Article: Pastor Appreciation Articles for Every Age Group 

Manual: Planning a Pastor Appreciation Month 
Gifts ($): Pastor Appreciation Resources 

31 Benevolence to help people at church and/or community ECFA ChurchEXCEL/CMA 

 

Article  

32 Special donations for missions, missionaries, mission trips The Alliance: Missions 
Envision E-book Sign Up 

 

33 Donations or pledges for building or renovation projects Church Coach Ministries 

Christian Investors Financial 
Chart: Leaders in the Bible Who Raised Resources/Money   

eBook: Guide to a Successful Building Fund Drive       

Brochure: Building Fund Giving Ideas from A to Z 
 

Article: How to Determine When Not to Build 

Article: 10 Reasons to Buy a Big Box Building for a Church 
Audio: How to Keep Your Campaign Alive for 3 Years (25m) 

Article: 7 Lessons for Successful Building Fund Drives 

Webinar: Avoid Fatal Capital Campaign Mistakes (48m) 

34 Year-end giving emphasis or campaign eBook: Year-End Giving Guide 

Webinar: Pastor & Leaders Guide to Year-End Giving (55m) 

Infographic: 3 Steps to a Successful Year-End Giving Drive 

Article: Year-End & New Year Ideas to Grow Giving 10-25% 

35 Donations for special “As God Provides” projects Video (coming)    

Article (coming)   

Sample List (coming) 

36 Community outreach with acts of kindness/service Outreach: #40DaysofGenerosity & #PayItForward Campaign   

Campaign: LovingOurCommunity   

Google: Community Outreach Ideas for Churches 

Source: National Association of Evangelicals Financial Health, NAEfinancialhealth.org/cmacgworksheet. Questions or suggestions? Email FinancialHealth@NAE.net.  041918 

https://www.ecfa.church/churchexcel.aspx?d=%2fCMA
http://mintools.com/benevolence-resources.htm
http://mintools.com/benevolence-resources.htm
http://www.ccda.org/
http://www.christiancreditcounselors.org/
http://www.nationalbudgetcoachnetwork.com/
http://www.connectsource.org/
http://www.connectsource.org/for-coaches
http://www.nationalbudgetcoachnetwork.com/budgetcoach-training
http://mentoring.crown.org/
http://www.careerdirectonline.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=christian+marketplace+ministries&rlz=1C1CAFA_enUS640US640&oq=christian+marketplace+ministries&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l2j69i64l2.12591j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#q=christian+ministry+for+the+unemployed+underemployed
http://www.kingdomadvisors.com/
https://rsichurchsolutions.com/resources/webinars/bridge-webinar-growing-a-stewardship-culture-with-emphasis-on-financial-leaders/
https://rsichurchsolutions.com/resources/webinars/bridge-webinar-growing-a-stewardship-culture-with-emphasis-on-financial-leaders/
http://generousgiving.org/
https://www.ncfgiving.com/ministries
https://www.amazon.com/Ministry-Giving-Developing-Financial-Leaders-ebook/dp/B00DYUS5P0
https://www.amazon.com/Spirituality-Fundraising-Henri-Nouwen/dp/0835810445/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1522332762&sr=8-1-fkmr0&keywords=Henri+J.M.+
http://www.kluth.org/Products/Guide2IncreaseGiving.pdf
http://www.generouschurch.org/
http://www.generositydevotional.com/
https://www.bgco.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Planning-Guide.pdf
http://www.churchlawandtax.com/blog/2012/november/qa-are-love-offerings-for-church-staff-taxable.html
http://www.churchlawandtax.com/blog/2012/december/qa-is-love-offering-tax-deductible-for-donor.html
https://www.pinterest.com/explore/pastor-appreciation-ideas/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/bhpub/edoc/pastor-appreciation-month-worksheet.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=1FAF154W9TVZ6M3REZG2&Expires=2102693278&Signature=TP4ED9rEHuYbNREtA2vuV5Uj6U0%3D
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/pastor-appreciation-ideas-every-age-group
http://media.focusonthefamily.com/pastoral/pdf/CAM_Guide_2012.pdf
http://www.lifeway.com/n/occasion/special/pastor-appreciation?intcmp=article-pastorappreciation-gifts-20150922
https://www.ecfa.church/churchexcel.aspx?d=%2fCMA
https://naefinancialhealth.org/resources/benevolence-offering-article/
http://www.cmalliance.org/resources/missions/
https://www.weareenvision.com/ebook-signup
http://www.churchcoachministries.org/services/capital-campaign-coaching/
https://christianinvestors.org/cc
http://kluth.org/church/God's%20High%20Calling%20for%20Christian%20Leaders.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/ebook_building_drive.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/brochure_A_to_Z.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/How%20to%20Determine%20When%20NOT%20To%20Build.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/10Reasons4BigBoxBuildings.htm
http://po.st/ajvZBl
http://www.kluth.org/church/7%20Lessons%20for%20Successful%20Building%20Fund%20Drives.pdf
https://rsichurchsolutions.com/resources/webinars/webinar-how-to-avoid-the-fatal-capital-campaign-mistakes/
https://generis.com/2016-year-end-giving-guide
https://rsichurchsolutions.com/resources/webinars/the-church-leaders-guide-to-year-end-giving/
http://assets.cdnma.com/14485/assets/RSI/Infographics/YEGiving_070516.pdf
http://www.kluth.org/church/YearEnd-NewYear-Ideas.htm
http://www.godsloveforyou.com/
http://www.lovingourcommunity.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Best+Crowdfunding+for+Church+Missions+Trips&rlz=1C1WPZB_enUS727US727&oq=Best+Crowdfunding+for+Church+Missions+Trips&aqs=chrome..69i57.1337j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#safe=off&q=Community+Outreach+Ideas+for+Churches
mailto:NAEfinancialhealth.org/cmacgworksheet
mailto:FinancialHealth@NAE.net

